
Mathematics 132, Section 17
Fall, 2017

Class meets: 10:20-11:10 MWF in 1225 Engineering Building.

Professor: T. Parker Office hours: Monday 1– 2
Office: C-346 Wells Hall 353-8493 Tuesday 1 – 2

parker@msu.edu Thursday 2 – 3

Prerequisites: A solid working knowledge of algebra & Trig., and willingness to work hard.

Textbook: Calculus by J. Stewart, Special 7th Ed. We will cover Sections 1.4 – 5.1 and 5.5 this
semester.

Website: The website for Math 132 (all sections) is

math.msu.edu/classes/mth 132/

The important pages are accessed through the top menu: “Common Syllabus Info”, “WeBWork”,
“Uniform Exams”, and “Tutoring”.

Evaluation: There will be daily WeBWork assignments, weekly Quizzes, two Midterm Exams (given
in the evening), and a comprehensive Final Exam. The dates and the percentages allocated to each are
listed below. The two lowest Quiz grades will be dropped. The Midterm and Final Exams are uniform
for all Math 132 sections. For further information, see this page.

10 % WeBWork Assignments Daily
20 % Quizzes Weekly, usually on Fridays.
20 % First Midterm Exam Monday, Oct. 9, 7:45 – 9:15 pm.
20 % Second Midterm Exam Monday Nov. 20, 7:45 – 9:15 pm.
30 % Final Exam Monday, Dec. 11, 10 am – 12 noon.

The location of the exams and important related information, including information on make-up exams,
is posted under “Uniform Exams” in the top menu of the course website.

WeBWork: You will be doing online Webwork problems daily. These are also accessed through the
top menu of the course website, or directly at

http : //www.math.msu.edu/webwork.

This page also explains how to pay the fee. Due dates are listed on this schedule and on each assignment
(up to 3 days late gets 75% credit).

Two special WeBWorK assignments (“Gateway” and “Prior to Drop Date”) are designed to help
you determine if you should stay in MTH 132. Both are required. If you score poorly on these, you
should consider switching to a lower math class.

Recommendations:

• Start by doing the tutorial (Hw01) online. After that,

• Start each WeBWorK homework on the day that the section is covered.

• Print a pdf of the assignment and solve the problems on paper. Enter your answers later.

• Keep a copy of the assignment with your answers.

• Do not wait until the last minute – the servers have trouble with last-minute rushes.

https://math.msu.edu/classes/mth_132/
https://math.msu.edu/classes/mth_132/syllabus/grades.aspx
http://www.math.msu.edu/webwork
http://ww3.math.msu.edu/images/webwork/132/schedule-132.pdf


Math Learning Center: The MLC provides a friendly, supportive atmosphere to get help on home-
work from other students and from experienced TAs; you can also use it as a place to work with other
students in your course.

The MLC opens Tuesday, Sept. 5. There are several locations around campus. For times and
locations, check the MLC website at math.msu.edu/mlc/ or use the link from the Math 132 course
webpage under “Tutoring”.

Calculators: Calculators are not required for this class, and will not be permitted during the exams.
The exam questions will not involve any complicated arithmetic calculations. On webwork, written
HW, and exams, always leave your answers in a form like 11

√
2 or π/5; do not attempt to convert these

into decimals.

Important dates:

Monday, Sept. 4: Labor Day – no classes.

Weds., Sept. 6: Online enrollment (including changes to credit/no credit) ends at 8pm.

Thurs.–Weds, Sept 7–13: All Math enrollment changes (late adds, drop to lower course, section
changes) must be done at the Undergraduate Office, A212 Wells Hall.

Monday, Sept. 25: Last date to drop a course and receive a full refund.

Weds, Oct. 18: Last day to drop a course without a grade being reported.

Thurs –Friday, Nov. 23–24: Thanksgiving holiday– no classes.

Friday, Dec. 8: Last day of classes.

Monday, Dec. 11, 10 am–12 noon: Final Exam.

Key to Success: Do as many problems — and more for good measure.Calculus is learned by doing
problems. More advise:

• Take good notes in class, trying to anticipate the next step as you write.

• Start working on the homework problems the day that they are assigned.

• In addition to Webwork problems, do some problems from the textbook. variations on homework
problems.

When you get stuck, look back through that section in the textbook or your class notes and find a
worked-out example similar to the one you’re stuck on. After that, try (i) asking a friend, (ii) going to
the Math Learning Center or (iii) going to office hours. One way to make homework more productive
and fun is to form a “study group” with 1 or 2 other Math 132 students to compare solutions and work
out the hardest problems.

• Get a good night’s sleep before each exam. Staying up studying is not productive!

If you’ve done all the HW problems and saved copies of your Webwork answers, you’ll need only a few
hours to review your notes. Concentrate on the problems that gave you the most trouble.

Attendance & Integrity: You are responsible for everything presented in class meetings. If you must
miss a class, plan to get notes for that day from a classmate. Don’t miss exams.

All students are expected to adhere to MSU’s policy on academic integrity described here.

https://math.msu.edu/mlc/
https://math.msu.edu/classes/mth_132/syllabus/other_policies.aspx

